
Anne Graham – Speech  
 
My name is Anne Graham and I am here tonight because I want to help ensure that Mission 
develops into a livable well-balanced community.  
 
Growth is inevitable and will happen quickly, it’s very important that this growth is planned and 
sustainable.  
 
Business, industry recreational areas schools and housing have to be planned and balanced to 
create a livable city.  
 
Development should be focused on the official community plan and always to enhance the city 
aesthetically, environmentally and responsibly.  
 
I would like to send a clear message to developers seeking approval for their proposals, that they 
respect the zoning of the official community plan and also meet or exceed provincial regulations 
regarding minimum riparian areas.  And I would not vote for a proposal of anything less. S 
 
Traffic problems are growing and it’s unfortunate, future plans must include a solution to bypass 
the Lougheed, also by creating opportunities for more business and local industry we could cut 
down on commuter traffic. Building subdivisions of houses with no nearby amenities 
exacerbates the problem as everyone has to commute to somewhere else,  
 
Garbage recycling is a hot topic, I would like to see more primary sorting of recyclables and try 
to entice industries who will use recycled material to create products. Many building materials 
are now made from composites of recycled materials. If we could work towards this idea we 
could create jobs and cut the costs of hauling away much of our recyclable items.  
 
Many cities are experiencing huge problems with homelessness, This is a multifaceted problem 
whereby people slip through  the cracks, because of mental health issues, addiction, job loss or 
inability, high costs for housing and loss of social safety nets and epidemic alcohol and opiate 
addiction problems have spiralled to the point we are at now. Homelessness has surfaced here in 
recent years and we can’t continue to watch it grow. We need supportive housing, subsidized 
housing and more affordable housing.  
 
I believe in the four pillars approach for drug addiction, prevention, treatment, enforcement and 
harm reduction, but I also believe in housing first. The provincial government will subsidize low 
income housing projects, but the political will on the civic level must take the initiative to make 
the space. The provincial government will subsidize detox and drug treatments but again the city 
needs to take the initiative to create the space. In particular addicted people and mentally ill, need 
supportive housing and transitional housing to recover and to integrate, some may never reach a 
level where they will contribute but they cannot be allowed to beg, borrow and steal and live in 
filth and squalor.  
 
Our community services volunteers and faith based groups are doing an excellent job offering 
food and temporary shelter, reaching out and identifying the homeless population, unfortunately 



more has to be done as there is still nowhere else for them to live. There is only one solution to 
homelessness and that is to create some type of housing.  
 
Finally, I would like to say that I’m genuine, I care about Mission, I’m for densification of an 
urban core and building communities around business and industry. I am interested in preserving 
green space and developing recreation, and destinations.  
But most of all I’d like to see a council elected that can be trusted to make the important 
decisions that will affect all of our lives in the future.  
 
Please vote for me 
 
Thank you 


